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Our HPW Valentine team soared to a spectacular
first-place finish at the 3rd Annual Highland Prep
Academies SeaPerch Robotics Competition. Facing
off against their sister schools, Madison Highland
Prep and Highland Prep Surprise, the Hornets
demonstrated exceptional technical skill and
strategic execution to claim the top spot on the
podium. This victory is a testament to the team’s
relentless preparation and innovative engineering,
solidifying their reputation as a premier robotics
program in the community. To secure their trophy,

the HPW Valentine team had to master a series of
rigorous underwater challenges. This impressive
showing has officially earned HPW Valentine a
coveted spot at the SeaPerch National Competition
in Maryland, where they will compete against the
best student-engineers in the country. The team also
had the chance to travel to San Diego at a major
regional challenge where they competed with even
larger competition. We are incredibly proud of these
talented students and wish them the best of luck as
they continue their journey to the national stage! 

EDITION #40 / APRIL 2026

Page 1

Page 2

Page 3

Page 4

Page 5

Page 6

ACADEMIC BULLETIN

STEM DIGEST

CLASSROOM CONNECTIONS

ATHLETICS

MESSAGE FROM THE PRINCIPAL

Page 7

HAPPENINGS @ HPW

Page 8

ACADEMIC CALENDAR

HPW SEAPERCH WINS 1  PLACEST

HPW SEAPERCH TEAM WINS 1ST PLACE AT HPA COMPETITION!



Message from the Principal

Dear Hornet Families, 

It has been a special month for our Hornet
community. From the energy and
dedication seen on the fields and track, to
the innovation and teamwork displayed at
the SeaPerch competitions in Mesa and
San Diego, our students continue to make
us proud. A heartfelt congratulations to
Team Valentine for earning a spot at
nationals in Maryland; what an incredible
accomplishment that reflects their hard
work and passion. I also want to recognize
our freshmen and juniors for their focus
and determination as they completed State
Testing. Your effort matters, and it truly
does not go unnoticed.

As we move into April, there is so much to
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5/4                                                                                AP Biology
5/5                                                                            AP Chemistry
5/6                                                                AP English Literature
5/7                                                                              AP Statistics
5/13                                                              AP English Language
5/14                                                             AP Spanish Language

MAY 2026APRIL 2026

MAY 2026 AP EXAM SCHEDULE

Sharon Pozzi       Principal.

look forward to: opportunities to connect, celebrate,
and create lasting memories. From our Spring BBQ
and Spirit Week to the excitement of our spring
assembly, Prom, and the senior trip, this is a season
full of joy and tradition. For our seniors, especially,
these moments are milestones marking the final
chapter of their high school journey. Summer Camp
registration is also now open for June and July. Forms
and fees can be dropped off at the front office. 

As always, thank you for your continued support of
Highland Prep West. Let’s continue to support one
another, show our Hornet pride, and make the most of
every opportunity. The best part of this 
school year is still ahead.

With appreciation, 
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4/7                          ACT Testing (only juniors)
4/10                                                Spring BBQ
4/23                   HPA Science Fair @ Madison
4/24                          Senior Trip to Disneyland
4/27-5/1                               Spring Spirit Week

5/2                                                  Prom Dance
5/12                                              Senior Sunset
5/14                                    Fine Arts Showcase
5/15                                    Fine Arts Assembly
5/18                        Academic Awards Banquet

5/20                                               Senior Finals
5/20                                               Senior Lunch
5/21                                                  Graduation
5/22               Final Exams/ Last Day of School



ACADEMIC BULLETIN
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 EXTRACURRICULAR
SCHEDULE:
MONDAY 2:30 PM

GAME CLUB, ROOM 106
SHOW CHOIR, MUSIC ROOM

ENTREPRENEURSHIP, ROOM 101-107
SPEC, ROOM 105

MONDAY 3:30 PM
YEARBOOK, ROOM 109

MUSICAL THEATRE, MUSIC ROOM
TUESDAY 2:30 PM

AERIAL DRONES, ROOM 104
STUDENT COUNCIL, ROOM 110

AP SPANISH, ROOM 210
CHESS CLUB, ROOM 202

SPEECH & DEBATE, ROOM 108
TUESDAY 3:30 PM

SEAPERCH, ROOM 105
VEX ROBOTICS, ROOM 105

THURSDAY 2:30 PM
CYBERSECURITY, ROOM 211 

SPORTS CLUB, GYM
AP SPANISH, ROOM 210

SPEECH & DEBATE, ROOM 108
NHS, COMMUNICATION STAIRS

SPEC, ROOM 104
THURSDAY 3:30 PM
YEARBOOK, ROOM 109

SHOW CHOIR, MUSIC ROOM
POETRY CLUB, ROOM 208

FRIDAY 2:30 PM 
FUTSAL CLUB, GYM

SEWING CLUB, ROOM 205
FRIDAY 3:30 PM

VEX ROBOTICS, ROOM 105

HIGHLANDPREPWEST.ORG

SENIOR SPOTLIGHT
OF THE MONTH:

ISABELLA RENDON
We are thrilled to spotlight senior
Isabella Rendon, who has earned
acceptance into an impressive list
of 18 colleges and universities, 

such as Michigan State University, Texas Christian
University, York University, and Oregon State University.
She has earned an extraordinary $2,279,366 in total
scholarships. During her time here, Isabella has been an
active participant in Volleyball, Best Buddies, Gardening
Club, Book Club, and the NSTI Program. This fall, she
plans to attend Texas Christian University and pursue a
double major in Environmental Science and Biology.
Congratulations, Isabella! We are so proud of you!



CIVIL ENGINEERING 
WOODEN BRIDGE DESIGNS

STEM DIGEST
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Our Civil Engineering students showcased a
masterclass in teamwork and innovation through
their wooden bridge designs, primarily using
popsicle sticks to test structural limits. By
blending structural integrity with creative
problem-solving, they have transformed simple
materials into impressive feats of engineering.
Seeing them navigate technical challenges as a
cohesive unit highlights their technical skill.

PRINCIPLES OF ENGINEERING
RUBE GOLDBERG CHALLENGE
Our Principles of Engineering students worked in
teams to engineer their own Rube Goldberg
machines, turning complex physics into a seamless
chain reaction. Each team was responsible for
designing a critical mechanism that integrated
perfectly with their peers' components to guide a
ball through the course. This project was a true test
of precision and collaborative problem-solving!

HIGHLANDPREPWEST.ORG

AVIATION ACADEMY PROGRAM

We are thrilled to announce a new flight program in
partnership with Embry-Riddle Aeronautical University,
launching in Fall 2026! This unique opportunity allows
11th and 12th-grade students to jumpstart their
professional pilot careers while still in high school.
Participants can earn five college credits through dual
enrollment, prepare for the FAA written exam, and gain
vital simulator experience toward their private pilot
license hours. Scan the QR code to join our interest list!



CLASSROOM
CONNECTIONS
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MR. CONTI

TEACHER SPOTLIGHT 
OF THE MONTH

Mr. Conti was born and raised in Phoenix,
Arizona. In his free time, he enjoys playing disc
golf and attending concerts. Beyond the
classroom, he serves as the Speech and Debate
and Volleyball Club advisor. Mr. Conti is a
vibrant spark in our school community who brings
the classroom to light with his energy and passion.
His genuine enthusiasm and deep-rooted
commitment to our Hornets make him an
invaluable part of the Highland Prep West faculty. 

Mr. Conti teaches World
History, Economics, and
Psychology at Highland Prep
West. He holds a  Bachelor
of Science focusing on
Political Science, Comm-
unications and History. 

HIGHLANDPREPWEST.ORG

BIGFUTURE AMBASSADORS

We’re excited to share that 10th grader, Naomi Beasley
and 11th grader, Saniya McMurtry  have been selected
as 25-26 BigFuture Ambassadors, joining a national
community of students dedicated to helping peers
navigate college and career planning. Congrats, ladies!

READ ACROSS AMERICA WITH
SUN VALLEY ACADEMY

We had a blast hanging out with the awesome K-8 kids
at Sun Valley Academy for Read Across America!
From sharing stories to making new friends, we loved
every second of building a stronger, kinder community
together. Huge thanks to Sun Valley for having us!
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Glendale Prep

Glendale Prep

North Valley Christian

Wickenburg H.S.

Wickenburg H.S.

Highland Prep

Highland Prep

Trivium Prep

Our track and field team delivered an outstanding
performance at the inaugural Highland Track &
Field Invitational, securing a remarkable 2nd place
overall finish. The day was highlighted by
numerous personal bests and a strong sense of team
spirit, proving that their hard work truly pays off.

ATHLETICS
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HPW WINS 2  PLACE AT
HPA TRACK INVITATIONAL

N D

UPCOMING GAMES SCHEDULE:

4/15

4/16

4/16

4/17

4/17

4/20

4/22

4/23

4/23

4/27

Baseball

Softball

Softball

Track & Field

Softball

Softball

Baseball

Softball

Baseball

Fountain Hills

Fountain Hills

Trivium Prep

Mingus Union H.S.

Tempe Prep

Madison Highland Prep

St. John Paul II

St. John Paul II

Coronado H.S.

Senior Night at the Highland Invitational was a
special one as we paused to celebrate our seniors
for their years of heart, hustle, and total
commitment to the program. It’s been an incredible
journey watching this group grow into the leaders
they are today, and we couldn’t be prouder of you. 

HPW CELEBRATES TRACK
& FIELD SENIOR NIGHT

https://www.instagram.com/p/DWhSrnclCg5/
https://www.instagram.com/p/DWhSrnclCg5/


HAPPENINGS @ HPW
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We are proud to announce that the Class of 2026 has
successfully completed their CPR certification. This vital
training provides our seniors with critical, evidence-based
skills that extend far beyond the classroom. We commend
our students for their focus and dedication to becoming
prepared, responsible leaders in our community.  We are
proud of their commitment to safety and for being ready
to make a real difference. Congratulations, seniors, on
checking off this important graduation milestone!

SENIORS CPR CERTIFICATION

HIGHLANDPREPWEST.ORG

HPW INCOMING FRESHMEN
COURSE REGISTRATION

Welcome to the Hive, Class of 2030! We had such
an incredible morning getting our newest Hornets
signed up for their freshman classes, sports teams,
and summer camps. Incoming Hornet families
explored all the opportunities waiting for them at
the Hive. Now that the paperwork is done and the
schedules are set, the countdown to August is
officially on! We can’t wait to see you this fall!

OUR 3  QUARTER 2025-26 RD

ACADEMIC AWARDS ASSEMBLY

Congratulations to our 2025-2026 Quarter 3
Honor Roll and Principal’s List recipients! We are
incredibly proud to have celebrated our Hornets
who earned a spot on the Honor Roll by
maintaining a 3.5 GPA or higher, as well as those
who achieved the Principal’s List with a perfect
4.0 or above. Keep up the great work, Hornets!
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2026 hORNEt
Summer Camps

Registration forms available at highlandprepwest.org

strength &
Conditioning

Mon to Thu • June 1st - June 11th
11:30am - 2:00pm
Focusing on building a physical and
mental foundation 
Fee: $100 | HPW Gym

(session 1)

(session 2)
Mon to Thu • June 15th - June 25th
11:30am - 2:00pm 
Fee: $100 | HPW Gym

aerial drones
Mon to Thu • July 6th - July 9th
1:00pm - 4:00pm
Focusing on skills in preparation 
for 2026-2027 aerial drone season
Fee: $75 | HPW Engineering Lab

basketball
Mon to Thu • July 6th - July 16th
1:00pm - 4:00pm
Conditioning, offensive and defensive
skills, and teamwork drills
Fee: $125 | HPW Gym

soccer
Mon to Thu • July 6th - July 16th
4:00pm - 7:00pm
Conditioning, offensive and
defensive skills, and teamwork drills
Fee: $125 | HPW Field

musical theatre
Mon to Thu • July 13th - July 16th
1:00pm- 4:00pm
Developing singing, acting, and
dancing skills while working toward a
final stage production
Fee: $75 | HPW Music Room

vex robotics
Mon to Thu • July 13th- July 23rd 
1:00pm - 4:00pm
Designing, programming, and
building skills in preparation for
2026-2027 robotics season 
Fee: $125 | HPW Gym

Cross country
Mon to Thu • July 20th - July 30th
6:00am - 8:00am
Conditioning, running skills, and
teamwork drills
Fee: $100 | HPW Field

cheer
Mon to Thu • July 20th - July 30th
8:00am - 11:00am
Conditioning, cheer and dance skills,
and teamwork drills
Fee: $125 | HPW Gym

Mon to Thu • July 20th - July 30th
4:00pm - 7:00pm
Conditioning, volleyball skills, and
teamwork drills
Fee: $125 | HPW Gym

Flag football
Mon to Thu • July 20th - July 30th
8:00am - 11:00am
Strength and conditioning, team
building, and football skills and drills
Fee: $125 | HPW Field

FOOTBALL
Mon to Thu • July 20th - July 30th
4:00pm - 7:00pm
Strength and conditioning, team
building, and football skills and drills 
Fee: $200 | HPW Field

volleyball


	THE HORNET HYPE
	IN THIS ISSUE
	HOME OF THE HORNETS
	HPW SEAPERCH TEAM WINS 1ST PLACE AT HPA COMPETITION!
	Our HPW Valentine team soared to a spectacular first-place finish at the 3rd Annual Highland Prep Academies SeaPerch Robotics Competition. Facing off against their sister schools, Madison Highland Prep and Highland Prep Surprise, the Hornets demonstrated exceptional technical skill and strategic execution to claim the top spot on the podium. This victory is a testament to the team’s relentless preparation and innovative engineering, solidifying their reputation as a premier robotics program in the community. To secure their trophy,
	the HPW Valentine team had to master a series of rigorous underwater challenges. This impressive showing has officially earned HPW Valentine a coveted spot at the SeaPerch National Competition in Maryland, where they will compete against the best student-engineers in the country. The team also had the chance to travel to San Diego at a major regional challenge where they competed with even larger competition. We are incredibly proud of these talented students and wish them the best of luck as they continue their journey to the national stage!

	EDITION #40 / APRIL 2026


	Message from the Principal
	Dear Hornet Families,
	It has been a special month for our Hornet community. From the energy and dedication seen on the fields and track, to the innovation and teamwork displayed at the SeaPerch competitions in Mesa and San Diego, our students continue to make us proud. A heartfelt congratulations to Team Valentine for earning a spot at nationals in Maryland; what an incredible accomplishment that reflects their hard work and passion. I also want to recognize our freshmen and juniors for their focus and determination as they completed State Testing. Your effort matters, and it truly does not go unnoticed.
	As we move into April, there is so much to
	look forward to: opportunities to connect, celebrate, and create lasting memories. From our Spring BBQ and Spirit Week to the excitement of our spring assembly, Prom, and the senior trip, this is a season full of joy and tradition. For our seniors, especially, these moments are milestones marking the final chapter of their high school journey. Summer Camp registration is also now open for June and July. Forms and fees can be dropped off at the front office.
	As always, thank you for your continued support of Highland Prep West. Let’s continue to support one another, show our Hornet pride, and make the most of every opportunity. The best part of this  school year is still ahead.
	With appreciation,
	Sharon Pozzi       Principal

	School Calendar
	APRIL 2026
	4/7                          ACT Testing (only juniors) 4/10                                                Spring BBQ 4/23                   HPA Science Fair @ Madison 4/24                          Senior Trip to Disneyland 4/27-5/1                               Spring Spirit Week

	MAY 2026
	5/20                                               Senior Finals 5/20                                               Senior Lunch 5/21                                                  Graduation 5/22               Final Exams/ Last Day of School

	MAY 2026
	5/2                                                  Prom Dance 5/12                                              Senior Sunset 5/14                                    Fine Arts Showcase 5/15                                    Fine Arts Assembly 5/18                        Academic Awards Banquet

	AP EXAM SCHEDULE
	PAGE 2
	HIGHLANDPREPWEST.ORG

	ACADEMIC BULLETIN
	SENIOR SPOTLIGHT OF THE MONTH: ISABELLA RENDON
	We are thrilled to spotlight senior Isabella Rendon, who has earned acceptance into an impressive list of 18 colleges and universities,
	such as Michigan State University, Texas Christian University, York University, and Oregon State University. She has earned an extraordinary $2,279,366 in total scholarships. During her time here, Isabella has been an active participant in Volleyball, Best Buddies, Gardening Club, Book Club, and the NSTI Program. This fall, she plans to attend Texas Christian University and pursue a double major in Environmental Science and Biology. Congratulations, Isabella! We are so proud of you!

	EXTRACURRICULAR SCHEDULE:
	PAGE 3
	HIGHLANDPREPWEST.ORG


	STEM DIGEST
	CIVIL ENGINEERING  WOODEN BRIDGE DESIGNS
	AVIATION ACADEMY PROGRAM
	PRINCIPLES OF ENGINEERING RUBE GOLDBERG CHALLENGE
	PAGE 4
	HIGHLANDPREPWEST.ORG
	TEACHER SPOTLIGHT  OF THE MONTH
	MR. CONTI


	CLASSROOM CONNECTIONS
	BIGFUTURE AMBASSADORS
	READ ACROSS AMERICA WITH SUN VALLEY ACADEMY
	PAGE 5
	HIGHLANDPREPWEST.ORG

	ATHLETICS
	HPW WINS 2ND PLACE AT HPA TRACK INVITATIONAL
	Our track and field team delivered an outstanding performance at the inaugural Highland Track & Field Invitational, securing a remarkable 2nd place overall finish. The day was highlighted by numerous personal bests and a strong sense of team spirit, proving that their hard work truly pays off.

	HPW CELEBRATES TRACK & FIELD SENIOR NIGHT
	Senior Night at the Highland Invitational was a special one as we paused to celebrate our seniors for their years of heart, hustle, and total commitment to the program. It’s been an incredible journey watching this group grow into the leaders they are today, and we couldn’t be prouder of you.

	UPCOMING GAMES SCHEDULE:
	4/6 4/6 4/8 4/13 4/13 4/14 4/14
	Baseball Softball Baseball Softball Baseball Softball Baseball Baseball
	4/15
	4/16 4/16 4/17 4/17 4/20 4/22 4/23 4/23 4/27
	Baseball
	3:15 PM 3:15 PM 3:15 PM 3:45 PM 3:45 PM 3:15 PM 3:15 PM 3:45 PM 3:15 PM 3:45 PM 3:15 PM All-Day 3:45 PM 5:30 PM 3:15 PM 3:15 PM 3:45 PM
	Coronado H.S.
	H  H H A A A A A A A H A A A H H A
	PAGE 6
	HIGHLANDPREPWEST.ORG


	HAPPENINGS @ HPW
	HPW INCOMING FRESHMEN COURSE REGISTRATION
	OUR 3RD QUARTER 2025-26  ACADEMIC AWARDS ASSEMBLY
	SENIORS CPR CERTIFICATION
	PAGE 7
	HIGHLANDPREPWEST.ORG

	PAGE 8
	HIGHLANDPREPWEST.ORG
	2026 hORNEt Summer Camps
	strength & Conditioning
	(session 1)
	(session 2)
	aerial drones
	soccer
	basketball
	musical theatre
	vex robotics
	Cross country
	cheer
	Flag football
	FOOTBALL
	volleyball



